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US GHARGES CPHTHALMIL.OG ST WTH Bl LLI NG FOR UNNEEDED
AND | LLUSCRY PROCEDURES PERFCRMED ON ADULT HOME RESI DENTS

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and KEVIN P. DONOVAN, the
Assistant Director In Charge of the New York Field Ofice of the
FBI, announced today that Dr. SHAUL DEBBI, an opht hal nol ogi st,
was charged with 23 new counts of Medicare and Medicaid fraud and
separately wth nmaking false clains to Medicare.

On June 24, 2002, the defendant was previously charged
in a one-count Indictnment charging himw th health care fraud.
Debbi was previously charged in a crimnal Conplaint with
heal thcare fraud for perform ng unnecessary cataract surgery.

According to the Conpl aint and Supersedi ng | ndictnment,
a significant portion of DEBBI's practice consisted of treating
patients in institutionalized settings, including nursing hones

and adult honmes. These adult hones are |ong-termresidenti al



facilities whose residents suffer fromvarious disabilities,
i ncludi ng various nental and enotional disabilities. According
to the Superseding Indictnment, DEBBI, conducted two ill egal
schenes to defraud Medicare and two illegal schenes to defraud
Medi caid. Medicare is a federal health insurance programthat
provi des nedi cal benefits to persons 65 or older and certain
persons with disabilities. Medicaid is a United States
gover nment programthat provides nedical assistance to qualifying
i ndi gent persons. In New York State, the Medicaid programis
funded both by the federal governnent and the State of New YorKk.

According to the Superseding Indictnent, from 1998
t hrough 2001, DEBBI submtted false and m sleading clains to
Medi care and Medicaid for ophthanol ogi cal services he purportedly
provided to residents of adult honmes. |In addition, fromthe
sumer of 2000 through 2001 DEBBI arranged for a physician’s
assi stant he enployed to examne residents in Adult Homes w t hout
hi m bei ng present. DEBBI subsequently submtted fal se and
m sl eading clains to Medicare and Medi caid for ophthanol ogi cal
services the physician’s assistant purportedly provided to Adult
Honmes residents.

As charged in the Superseding Indictnment, DEBBI’s
claims were fal se and fraudul ent because DEBBI: (1) billed for
medi cal | y unnecessary exans and procedures; (2) billed for

procedures which were never perforned; (3) billed for routine eye



exans that were not reinbursable; (4) billed as though the
services were provided in DEBBI’'s hone office when they were not;
(5) provided fal se diagnostic codes; and (6) billed as though
DEBBI provided the services when he did not.

M. COMEY stated: “Doctors who exploit patients with
disabilities solely to satisfy their own greed through Mdicare
and Medicaid fraud will be vigorously prosecuted.”

Dr. DEBBI is a 48-year old Israeli and American citizen
who resides in G eat Neck, New York.

| f convicted, the defendant faces a maxi mum sentence of
10 years in prison on each of the health care fraud charges and
five years in prison on each of the false statenents relating to
health care matters charges. The defendant al so faces a nmaxi mum
fine of the greater of $250,000 or twice the gross gain or |oss
resulting fromthe crine on each count.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the FB
and the assistance of the Ofice of Professional Medical Conduct
of the New York State Departnent of Health.

M. COMEY said the investigation is continuing.

Assi stant United States Attorneys MARCI A COHEN and PAUL
B. RADVANY are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Superseding Indictnment and
the Conplaint are nmerely accusations, and the defendant is

presuned i nnocent unless and until proven guilty.
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